TfrE reader, I have no doubt, will be gratified in
the perusal of the following letter, from Mr. Burke to
to Mr. Malone; which I have subjoined as an intro-
duction to this Essay. It was written in 1790, upon
receiving Mi\ Malone's edition of Shakspeare, which
was published in that year:

*' My dear Sir,                              [No date.]

" Upon my coming to my new habitation in town*
1 found your valuable work upon my table. I take it
as a very good earnest of the instruction and pleasure
which may be yet reserved for my declining years.
Though I have had many little arrangements to
make, both of a public and private nature,, my occu-
pations wete not able to overrule my curiosity, nor to
prevent me from going through almost the whole of
your able, exact, and interesting History of the Stage,
A history of the Stage is no trivial thing to those
'who wish to study human nature in all shapes and po-
sitions. It is of all things the most instructive, to see
not only the reflection of manners and characters at
several periods, but the modes of making their reflec-
tion, and the manner of adapting it at those periods to
the taste and disposition of mankind. The Stage in-
deed may be considered as the republic of active litera-
ture, and its history as the history of that state. The
great events of political history, when not combined
with the same helps towards the study of the manners
and characters of men, nmst be a study of an inferior
Mature.

" You have taken infinite pains, and pursued your
inquiries with great sagacity, not only in this respect,
but in such of your notes as hitherto I have been able
to peruse. You have earned your repose by public-
spirited labour. But I cannot help hoping, that when
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